
Do you know how long it takes 

for a visitor to make up his/her 

mind to return to a church or to 

move to another one? Not a 

day. Not an hour. Studies show 

that guests in a church decide 

within the first seven minutes 

from when they set foot on a 

church campus if they will give 

a church they visit a second 

chance. When I read that 

number, I was initially relieved. 

That means that it is not my 

sermon that will keep people 

from coming back. All joking 

aside, that number should give 

us pause. Think about it 

logistically. How long does it 

take for someone to park their 

car and come in the 

sanctuary? That can be several 

minutes. So what in the world 

can we do in two minutes to 

increase the chances that they 

will return?  
 

The study I read went on to say 

that there is one overwhelming 

CALENDAR 
 
 

Wednesday, May 9 

Children’s Musical 6:15 pm 

“It’s Cool in the Furnace” 

 

Monday, May 14 

Virginia-Satie Circle 10:30 am 

 

Tuesday, May 15 

History Committee 2:00 pm  

Officer Down Memorial 7:00 pm 

 

Monday, May 21 

Deacon Comm. Mtgs. 7:00 pm 

Deacon’s Meeting 7:30 pm 

 

Thursday, May 24 

Preschool Graduation 6:00 pm 

 

Wednesday, May 30 

Picnic & Sing-a-Long  
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factor which leads to first-time 

visitors becoming second-time 

visitors; that is feeling 

welcomed. It is someone 

greeting them warmly, 

shaking their hands, and 

inviting them to find a seat. 

Friends, hear me clearly: that 

can’t come from the church 

staff alone. That can’t come 

from the ushers or greeters 

alone. It has to come from you 

sitting in the pews.  
 

So I implore you to look 

around and say, “Good 

morning.” I implore you to 

shake hands, and introduce 

yourself to someone you may 

not know. And I implore you to 

say, “We are glad you are 

here. Would you like to sit next 

to me?” Those simple 

sentences can make all the 

difference in the world to 

someone who enters our 

doors for the first time.  
 

May I count on you to give a 

warm welcome? The future of 

our church depends on it. 
 

In His Peace, 
 

Josh 
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VBS Planning Meeting 

f you are interested in helping with VBS (June 18-21), please let 
Becca know or come to our organizational meeting on 
Wednesday, May 9th, at 7:00 pm in the Dining Room.  We will also 
need help the week of June 11-15 setting up and decorating; so, 
if you are unable to help during VBS, you can help set up.   
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Thank you to John and Tressa Powell, 

and Sam and Courtney Ellis for their help 

with the youth supper on Sunday nights. 
 

Sunday, May 13: There are no Sunday Night activities 

 in honor of Mother's Day. 

Sunday, May 20:  Regular Schedule—Work night in 

 preparation for our mission trip. 

You Are Invited to 
 

Officer Down Memorial Service 

Caldwell County  

Fraternal Order of Police 

Tuesday, May 15th 

7:00 pm 

In our sanctuary 

 

Summer Schedule 

May 30 .................... Last Wednesday Supper  -  “Picnic” Food and Sing-a-Long  
June 3 ...................... Senior Sunday 

June 10-Aug. 12  .... No Sunday School, Worship at 10:00 am 

June 11-16 .............. Youth to Caswell 

June  18-21 ............. Vacation Bible School 

July 1 ....................... Lord’s Supper, Church-Wide Lunch 

August 19 ................ Sunday School Resumes, 11:00 Worship, Church Birthday Celebration 
August 26 ................ Youth Sunday 

August 29 ................ First Wednesday Dinner, Regular Schedule 

Helping Our Community 
 

The postal carriers of Lenoir and Granite Falls will be conducting their annual food drive on 

Saturday, May12.  This is an important effort to assist Yokefellow and other agencies in our 

county.  The food shelves at Yokefellow are practically depleted due to an increase in requests 

from needy people in our area. We are asking that all families donate to this drive by placing 

non-perishable cans of food in or near your mailbox for pickup. Will you join us in this effort to 

reduce hunger in Caldwell County? 

Thank You 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you so much for the 

cards, prayers, and words of 

encouragement following 

my fall April 9th.  Hopefully, I 

will be back full-time now.  I 

look forward to seeing you 

all.   
 

In God’s love. 
 

Jerry Brooks 

 

 

First Baptist Friends, 
 

We want to thank you for 

your phone calls, visits, cards, 

and food during David’s 

recent knee surgery.  We 

have felt very loved and 

cared for by our Christian 

friends.   
 

Special thank you to Josh 

and Thomas for their visits.   

The most special thank you is 

for your prayers.  We have 

felt them.   
 

Love, 

The David Tucker Family 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your donation 

to our Cheer Fund.  Your 

generosity will help enrich 

the lives or our patients who 

are without income and 

family support.  The 

Broughton Hospital Volunteer 

Services Department 

depends on the generosity 

and compassion of a caring 

community.   
 

Stephanie McClure 

NC Deportment of Health & 

Human Services 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

May 6, 2018 

Budget Offering 

$13,635.50 

Budget Needs Per Week  

$13,692.31 

Budget Needs to Date 

$246,461.54 

Budget Receipts to Date 

$246,021.00 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

 5/10 Brian Fox (19) 

 5/11 Robert Reid 

 5/13 Chris Annas 

  Palmer Tucker (12) 

 5/14 Nan Benfield 

 5/15 Josie Nelson (14) 

  David Tucker 

 5/16 Becky Gibbons 

  Angie Story 

 5/18 Peg Ellis 

  Rebecca Longhany 

  Kate Washburn (20) 

 5/19 Seth Leger (9) 

  Scott Martin 

  Ann Miller 

 5/20 Shirley Davis 

 5/22 Savannah Clapsaddle (16) 

  Joey Murphy 

 5/23 Cotton Triplett 

 5/24 Myra Dickson 

  Jenny Greene 

  Carol Price 

 5/25 Griffin Bryson (15)  

  Jerri Heltzer 

  Nancy Moore 

And then. 
 

I’ll turn 16, get a car, and then I’ll be free. A few more weeks of 

high school, and then I’ll move out, celebrating my 

independence. I’ll graduate from college, and then I’ll live the 

good life. I’ll work as hard as I can, and then I’ll be promoted 

to the job of my dreams. I’ll get married, and then I'll feel 

complete. I’ll have children, and then I'll know joy. I’ll retire, 

and then I’ll be filled with peace. 

 

And then.  

 

Have you ever noticed how so much of our life seems to 

happen after the “and then?”  

 

Happiness, joy, peace, contentment, success, hope, faith—all 

of these seem to be some elusive prize to be won only after 

we've completed enough of life to get to the next “and 

then.”  

 

The older I get the more obvious this truth becomes. The older I 

get the more I realize that it’s a lie.  

 

We seem to think that if we can just get around this next 

corner, life will be meaningful. If we can just make it to a 

particular place along the journey, to a particular milestone, 

then all will be well. Life will begin after the “and then.”  

 

But it’s simply not true.  

 

There is always another mountain to climb, or valley to stumble 

through. Joy and peace are not just around the bend. They 

are not out there waiting for us to arrive, dangling just out of 

reach. 

 

What if there is another way to live? Rather than “and then,” 

what if we live “but now?”  

 

But now.  

 

The sink is full, but now I am going to sit down with my children, 

watch a movie, and eat popcorn. The laundry is piled high, 

but now I am going outside to play with the kids.  

 

(Continued on Page 4) 

And then…                        by Ginger Hughes 
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May Greeters 

Darin & Julie Smith, Lisa & Eddie Winkler, Charles & Teresa Thomas 
 

May Ushers 

Bill Donaldson (Captain), Dan Jones, Danny Gilbert, Donald Lee, Seth 
Stilwell, Eddie Winkler, Amy Moore, Ken Briscoe, Jon White, David Sellers 

May 13 

Offertory Prayer:  Chris Washburn 

Acolyte:  Kaylee Tucker 

Alt. Acolyte:  Leah White 
 

Nursery Volunteers: 

Babies:  Judy & Alvin Daughtridge 

Toddlers:  HELP NEEDED 

2/3 Year Olds:  Wendy Tucker 

4/5 Year Olds:  Becca & Hal Lawing 

May 20 

Offertory Prayer:  Jon Smith 

Acolyte:  Leah White 

Alt. Acolyte:  Haylie Hart 
 

Nursery Volunteers: 

Babies:  Chapel & John Davis 

Toddlers:  Caroline & Jon Land 

2/3 Year Olds:  Laurie Clawson 

4/5 Year Olds:  Nan Benfield 
 

Sunday Morning Volunteer Services 

Wednesday Evening Supper and Volunteers 

May 9 

Supper:  Meatloaf, Potatoes, Green 

Beans, Rolls, Banana Pudding 

 

Take-Outs:  Jeni Stilwell 

May 16 

Supper:  Pulled Pork BBQ, Slaw, Buns, 

Baked Beans, Potato Chips, Cake 

  

Take-Outs: Phillip Pritchard 

(Article continued) 

I don’t yet have the job of my dreams, but now I am going to work to the glory of God. My 

bank account may not be where I want it, but now I am going to trust Him to supply my needs.  

 

My future may be uncertain, but now…right now is the only moment any of us are guaranteed.  

 

So right now, let us choose joy. Right now let us choose life. 

 

God does not meet us in the past but in the now. God is not waiting for us in the future but in 

the now. So why do we spend so much of our time dwelling in the past or awaiting some 

magical moment in the future?  

 

Where God is, joy is. Where God is, peace is. Where God is, contentment is. The present, the 

now—this is where God is. 

 

Outside of God, nothing is certain.   

 

But now, I will choose to live in this moment, and then I will rest in His Peace. 

 

Written by Ginger Hughes - For more stories on motherhood, life, and faith, follow Ginger at 

nomamasperfect.com and on Facebook. 

https://nomamasperfect.com

