The Church at Worship

Eleven O’clock

The Westminster Chimes and the Striking of the Hour

The Prelude “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” -Plainsong
The Welcome

The Invocation

The Introit “Advent Hope” -Martin

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle Shaun and Jamie Shumate

*The Call to Worship

The Choir:  On the first Sunday of Advent we light the Candle of
Hope. It reminds us of the prophecy and
preparation for a Messiah.

The Reader: The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light. Let us prepare to receive the Light of Life.
Avrise, shine for Thy light has come and the glory
of the Lord is risen upon Thee.

The People: We know the Messiah and the influence of Grace
and Love in our lives. As we light the first candle
of Hope, may we commit ourselves to share this
hope with others.

Number 76

*The Hymn of Praise “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

(Children come forward for the Children’s Sermon.)

The Children’s Sermon Becca Lawing

| Have Been Blessed Scott Martin

The Ministry of Prayer
We Express Our Church Family Concerns to the Father
We speak to the Father

*The Hymn “Let All Things Now Living” Number 640

*The Offertory Prayer Led by Paul McCurry, Deacon

The Offertory Music  ““Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming™ -Praetorius
*The Doxology

The Lesson from Holy Scripture | Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 and 4:13-18 (pg. 1839)

The Anthem “A Humble Song of Thanks” -Martin

The Sermon “Advent: Part I1”

Dr. Smith
*The Hymn of Dedication “As Men of Old Their First Fruits Brought” Number 639
*The Benediction

The Leader: O God, You are the creator of all life, the source of all
power, and the giver of all gifts. Hear us as we think
about our Thanksgiving.

The People: For the blessings of home and family, we are truly
thankful, O Lord.



The Leader: For all our tangible possessions...

The People: ...and the whole host of things that are ours, we are
truly thankful, O Lord.

The Leader: For all our abilities...to see, to touch, to feel, to hear,
to sense, to perceive, to appreciate the wonders of
this world, we are truly thankful, O Lord.

The People: For that one person we love and cherish most,

The Leader: and for those who taught us to give thanks,

The People: we are thankful, O Lord.

The Leader: For all we take for granted...

The People: ...both people and things,

The Leader: we are thankful, O Lord.

The People: And we are especially thankful for Your presence
in our lives and for every good gift that comes
from above.

The Leader: Go with us now as we seek to live our lives as a
sacrifice of thanksgiving. Amen.

The Congregation singing  (Tune: “We Gather Together™)
With voices united our praises we offer,
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With you, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us.
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise. Amen.
The Postlude “The Greatness of the Lord™ -Greatorex
Guest Organist: Janet Conway

Guest Pianist: Kim Hinton

(*Standing)
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